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What is 'The Geographical Dictionary”?

The gazetteer — “Stownik Geograficzny Krolestwa Polskiego i innych
krajow stowiariskich "- was published between 1880 and 1904 under
the direction of prof. Filip Sulimierski. The title can be roughly
translated as “ 7The Geographical Dictionary of the Kingdom of Poland
and other Slavic Countries ”. 1t is an excellent gazetteer for locating
places in the areas of Poland, both present and past. Coverage
includes all localities in the former Polish province of Russia, most
localities in the former Austrian province of Galicia (now divided

between Poland and Ukraine), Belarusian provinces of the Russian
Empire (now in the Republic of Belarus), and also contains significant
localities in other Slavic and eastern European nations. The dictionary
o is written in Polish and comes in 15 volumes of almost 1000 pages
each. The places are listed in an alphabetical order.

The gazetteer provides a wealth of information on each locality. The information is not limited to the
statistical and geographical data but also gives the historical and political backgrounds, lists the
important monuments, local attractions, industries, prominent citizens, and more. Descriptions of
some towns and cities span many pages! The entries were written by the contemporary intellectuals
— teachers, journalists, historians, writers and the members of the clergy. This unique and
monumental work does not have an equal in the Polish history, and has never since been rivaled.

Requirements before accessing the dictionary
You will need a special browser plug-in called Djvu (pronounced exactly like French déja vu) to read

the actual pages. Usually, the plug-in is already installed in the latest browsers, but if it is not it can
be downloaded for free here: http://djvu.org/resources/

Djvu is also available as a stand alone software Djvu Solo (Windows only), which allows one to
read the djvu files without the browser plug-in.

Where can I find the dictionary?
The two websites below contain all 15 volumes of the dictionary and allow for FREE on-line browsing

or downloading. Other websites can be found by entering ‘Sfownik Geograficzny Krdlestwa Polskiego’
in Google or other search engines. Note the Polish letters!

1. The University of Warsaw

http://www.mimuw.edu.pl/polszczyzna/SGKPi/SGKPinfose2.html#x3-50002

2. The Digital Library of Matopolska

http://mbc.malopolska.pl/dlibra/publication?id=113&from=plannedpubssearch&dirids=1&tab=3
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I. The University of Warsaw website

http://www.mimuw.edu.pl/polszczyzna/SGKPi/SGKPinfose2.html#x3-50002

2 Tekst slownika

Odnosniki prowadza m.in. do co setnej strony; jesl jednak na takiej stronie jest kontynuacja artvkuhi hastowego ze stron poprzednich, to
dodatkowy odnosnik wskazuje rowniez na poczatek tego artykuln. W przvpadku ciagu artvkulow hastowych o tym samym hasle dodatkowy
odnosnik wskazuje poczatek pierwszego artvkulu z ciagu, a podstawowy odnosnik jest oznaczony skrotem “cd”.

Niektore przegladarki wymagaja, aby korzysta¢ z dodatkowych odnosnikow oznaczonvch | JavaScript” wtedy, gdy stownik dostepny jest
lokalnie — na plycie CD/DVD hub skopiowany na dysk; nigdy nie ma jednak takiej potrzeby, jesli uzywa sie systemu Linux.

Tom 1 (JavaScript)
Tom 1 Przedmowa (JavaScript)
Tom 1 Objasnienie skrocen (JavaScript)
Tom 1 Duziela i czasopisma cytowane (JavaScript)
Tom 1 Hasla: A - Der (JavaScript)

A s. 19 (JavaScript) Poprawki (JavaScript) Uzupelnienia (JavaScript)
B s. 65 (JavaScript) Poprawki (JavaScript) Uzupehienia (JavaScript)
Banska s. 100 (JavaScript)
Biatystok s. 199 (JavaScript)

Pict 1. Fragment of the University of Warsaw page

As you can see from the picture above, the site is only in Polish. Also, there are no bells and whistles
there! Each volume is listed in top to bottom, clickable blue-link fashion. On the left, in black ink, you
see the letter or a place name with the corresponding volume/page number to the right (in blue,
starting with letter s.). The left hand index allows for narrowing down the entries and speeding up
the look-up. Remember, each volume has about 1000 pages! So, browsing through them can be time
consuming.
But what it all means? In short:

Tom=volume

s. (Short for strona)=page

Przedmowa=preface

Objasnienie skroceri=explanation of terms and abbreviations

Dzieta i czasopisma cytowane=list of sources and quotations

Hasta: xx-xx=entry from letter xx to xx

Poprawki=corrections

Uzupetnienia=addendum

OK. So how do I use it?

e If you click on the name 7om 1, 2, 53... etc you will access the first page of the
particular volume.

e Ifyouclickon s. 1, 2..100, etc you will open the volume on the page starting with a
particular letter or a place name, as indicated on the left

e Once you click on your volume/page the DjVu plug-in kicks in, and displays the
actual page. See picture # 3 for an example of the DjVu display.
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I1.

Digital Library of Matopolska

http://mbc.malopolska.pl/dlibra/publication?id=113&from=plannedpubssearch&dirids=1&tab=3
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Slownik geograficzny Krolestwa Polskiego i innych krajow stowianskich

Publication structure:

¥ | Stownik geograficzny Krélestwa Polskiego | innych krajéw stowdarniskich

o Stownik geograficzny Krdiestwa Poiskiego |
| Siownik geograficzny Krdiestwa Poiskiego |
Stownik geograficzny Krdestwa Polskiego i

.| Stownik geograficzny Krdlestwa Polskiego

innych krajéw stowiadiskich,
innych krajow stowlaniskich.
innych krajow stowianskich.

innych krajow stowianskich.
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Save this address | Shownik geograficzny Krdiestwa Polskiego | innych Krajdw stowianskich,

Add to bookmarks J Stownik geograficzny Krdiestwa Poiskiego t innych Krajow stowlasiskich.

O Bookmark Stownik geograficzny Krdlestwa Polskiego 1 innych krajow stowianskich.

Stownik geograficzny Krdlestwa Polskiego | innych krajow stowianskich.
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2l Shownik geograficzny Krdlestwa Polskiego | innych krajow stowianskich.

o

ol Stownik geograficzny Krdlestwa Polskiego | innych krajow stowlaniskich,
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| Stownik geograficzny Krdlestwa Polskiego 1 innych krajow stowianskich.

~

| Siownik geograficzny Krdlestwa Polskiego 1 innych krajow stowianskich.

w

.| Slownik geograficzny Krolestwa Polskiego | innych krajow stowianskich,
o) Stownik geograficzny Krdlestwa Polskiego | Innych krajdw stowianiskich.
Stownik geograficzny Krdiestwa Polskiego 1 innych krajow stowlanskich. T. 15, [cz. 1)
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| Stownik geograficzny Krolestwa Polskiego 1 innych krajow stowianskich.
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Pict. 2 Fragment of the Matopolska Digital Library page

Here, each volume (T.#) can be accessed by clicking on the title and following the instructions.
Notice that there are no indications as to what is covered in each volume, so it takes a bit of guessing
and clicking back and forth to find the right place. But, the website is bilingual Polish/English (as
indicated by the flags in the header), so it might be easier to use.

Which website to use?

e If you want a speedy access to your localities, use the University of Warsaw website.
e If you want the ease of use, use the Digital Library of Matopolska.
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What do I get?

Regardless of which website you use, you should end up with something similar to the picture #3
(here displayed in Firefox). Notice the Djvu navigation bar. The navigation bar is self-explanatory. I
just want to point out the SAVE option — accessed by clicking on the diskette icon. You can save the
whole volume in djvu format to your hard drive, and read it at you leisure or burn it to a CD/DVD.
One DVD will hold all 15 volumes.

| ~

Zakopanego, ma 2081 morg. rozl.

Banska, Barisko, dawniej Brzozka mals zwa-
na, wies na Podhalu nowotarskiem, w pow. no-
wotarskim, o 8 kil. na potudnie od Nowego-
targu; rozlega sie po zachodnisj stronie Bialego
Dunajca i drogi wiodacej z Nowegotargu do
Jedne z jej
granic tworzy potok Floren, uchodzacy do Bia-
Xego Dunajca. Gmina Banska liczy 180 cha-
fup a 876 dusz (423 mezczyzn, 453 kobiet).
Parafia do Szaflar.

Banska Bystrzyca (po wegiersku: Bescter—
cze-Banya, wym. sie Besterce-Bania, po mnie-
miecku Neusohl, po }acinie Neosolicum), miasto
goérnicze w Wegrzech, w komitacie zwolenskim
(Sohler-Comitat), w obrebie rzadu prowincyo-
nalnego preszburskiego. Xezy na pélnoc od
Kremnicy, Sztiawnicy (Schemnitz) i Zwolenia
(Altsohl), przy ujdciu rzeczki Bystrzycy do Gra-
nu, w dolinie, gérami w okolo otoczonej, i na-
lezy do najpiekniejszych miast w Wegrzech,
juz to z powodu romantycznych swych okolic,
pelnych wzgérz, laséw, zamkéw i hamerni, juz
to dla pieknych budowli, ktére samo miasto
zdobig. Ludno$é wynoszaca do 10,000 miesz-

kancéw, skladala sie dawniej prawie z samych
Niemcéw, ktérveh dla urzadzenia gérnictwa

Pict. 3 Sample of Slownik page in DjVu format

Recommendations

z Bialobok Starzechowski, podkomorzy lwow-
ski, starosta drohobycki, ktéry z rozkazu kré-
lowej wzniést zamek, opasal go walami i opa-
trzyt w dziala. Jednoczednie W murze umie-
szczono tablice mosiezna, przekazujaca pokole-
niom imie zalozycielki. Po Starzechowskim na-
stapil bohater Podola Bernard Pretficz, naste-
pnie Herburt i Buczacki. Po jego Smierci wa-
rownia barska powierzana tylko byla dygnita-
rzom rzplitej; byli wiec starostami: Golski wo-
jewoda kijowski, Stanislaw Zélkiewski (mie-
dzy 1610—1614 zalozyl on w B. kolegium je-
zuitéw, ktére 1781 przeszlo pod zarzad bazy-
lianéw a 1782 liczylo 553 uczniéw), Mikolaj
Potocki i Stanistaw Potocki, wszyscy hetmani.
Ostatnim starosta byl Bohuslaw Radziwill.
‘W czasie wojen kozackich Bar ulegl zniszeze-
niu (1648 r.); zdobyli go kozacy pod wodzs
Krzywonosa, mieszkaiicy w pien wyecieci. Na-
stepnych lat Bar kilkakrotnie byl zajmowany
przez Polakéw, Kozakéw i Hana Tatarskiego.
‘W 1659 r. ziemia barska oddana w dziedzi-
ctwo Janowi Wyhowskiemu, wojewodzie ki-
jowskiemu, i za jego czasé6w miasteczko znowu
podzwignelo sie, wrécili franciszkanie, a Jan
Kazimi od i =

& SGO1.djvu (image/vnd.djvu Object) - Mozilla Firefox B[EX]
Bie Edit View Hstory Bookmarks Favorites Tools Heb | (D)~ - | S 2o | 3E http:/fwww.mimuw.edu.pl/polszczyzna /SGKP/SGO 1.djvuzdivuopts: | B | [[Cl+
H e irie BEE @ Fwe Mo ke @l v & X O C
100 Bai. Bar.

In addition to the regular entries, the following volumes contain essential information. I'd advise
everyone to download these and keep them handy:

Volume 1 (tom 1):
1. Introduction and preface
2. Explanation of terms and abbreviations
3. Bibliography

Volume 2 (tom 2):
1. List of powiats (administrative districts)
2. List of contributing persons
3. Corrections

Volume 15, part 1 & part 2 (tom 15, cz.1 & cz.2):
1. Additional localities which were not included in the main dictionary
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OTHER RESOURCES AND HELPFUL STUFF
PolishRoots

www.polishroots.org

A website geared to all who have interest in researching ancestors from the former Polish lands -
including Russian, Prussian and Austrian (Galicia) partitions, as well as Lithuanian & Belarusian
provinces of former Russia. The site is in English and covers wide range of topics, among them:

o The Geographical Dictionary translation project. Many entries have already been translated
and posted there. Also, the website provides the general translations related to the Stownik’—
like the history of the dictionary, the terms and abbreviations, the administrative divisions,
how to convert old measurements, etc. The translation project is an ongoing process, with
new entries added frequently. So, check the website often, you might be lucky and find your
village translated already.

Military records and recruitments places

Name/place searchable databases

Maps

General help in researching in Poland. How to’s, letter samples etc.

Digital Libraries in Poland

http://fbc.pionier.net.pl/owoc/list-libs

The bilingual (Polish/English) site of ‘7he Federation of the Polish Digital Libraries. Contains an up-
to-date list of all digital libraries in Poland, and provides one-stop facility to do a system-wide search
of all holdings in all libraries. The digital libraries in Poland are bilingual and all have user-friendly
interface, same across the system. Also, most libraries (NOT ALL!) allow to save/download their
material.

Why are the digital libraries important to us?
Because they contain a wealth of resources extremely valuable to any genealogical research.
Here are some examples:

e 0ld gazetteers (like our Stownik’)

e Schematizms - lists of all civil servants (from head of the departments down to janitors),
employees of government institutions (post office, railroad, schools, etc, ) and military &
religious officials. Schematizms were printed every year, separately for each province.

e Other important sources like maps, address & telephone books, yearbooks, old magazines
& newspapers

TUGG (The Toronto Ukrainian Genealogy Group)

http://www.torugg.org/

A non-profit, cultural and educational organization located in Toronto, Canada. Gathers enthusiasts
interested in tracing their ancestors in Ukraine and Eastern Galicia. Monthly meetings, lots of useful
information, trips to Ukraine and more.
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